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Seafood Harvest  

Sitka ranks 6th largest port by value, 19th largest port by volume in the 
United States. (2007) 

Sitka processed +25% of total Southeast region landing by value in 
2007. 

 
Total Pounds Landed & Gross Earnings  
from Commercial Fisheries For Sitka Residents, 2006  
 
Major Products  Total Pounds Landed*  Gross Earnings*  
Salmon  16.7 million  $13.4 million 
Halibut  3.4 million  $12.3 million 
Sablefish 4.1 million  $9.5 million 
Herring  2.0 million  $618,161 
Other Shellfish 285,017   $688,269 
Other Groundfish 255,812   $195,137 
Crab  406,794   $686,870 
All fisheries  
combined  28.4 million   $37.6 million  
 
*Totals excludes confidential fisheries where 3 or fewer people or permits are 
involved. 
Source: AK Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission 
 
Sitka Land -based Processor Production     
Ex-vessel  Pounds    Value  
Salmon  27.7 million  $24.9 million 
Non-salmon 13.5 million  $33.7 million 
Total   41.2 million   $58.6 million  
 
First Wholesale: 
Salmon  22.2 million  $48.5 million 
Non-salmon 11.5 million  $44.4 million 
Total   33.7 million   $92.9 million  
 
�6�R�X�U�F�H�����6�(�'�$�¶�V�������������6�W�D�W�H���R�I���6�L�W�N�D�¶�V���(�F�R�Q�R�P�\���5�H�S�R�U�W�����0�F�'�R�Z�H�O�O���*�U�R�X�S 
 
Sport Fishing Industry �² 2007 
Charter/lodges: 138 (includes subcontractors)   
Gross Revenue:  $28,999,720.45 
Sales Tax received: $689,167.98  
 
Bulk Water Export  
The City and Borough of Sitka, Alaska accepts proposals and/or bids 
from companies or individuals wishing to purchase raw untreated, fresh 
water for bulk export. The total water available per year is 29,000 acre 
feet or 9.5 billion gallons. The source of the water is Blue Lake, a body 
of water fed by glacier, snowmelt and rain precipitation. The water of 
Blue Lake is known for its purity. The City supplies drinking water from 
the same lake and is able to meet EPA surface water treatment rules 
without filtration. 
 
Sitka and the Tongass National Forest  
Sitka is surrounded by the Tongass National Forest, a 16-million acre 
forest unit �± �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V�� �O�D�U�J�H�V�W�� �W�H�P�S�H�U�D�W�H�� �I�R�U�H�V�W���� �2�Y�H�U�� �������� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
lands in the City and Borough of Sitka are within the Tongass, 
including large wilderness areas and almost no developed lands. 
 
Subsistence  
Sitka maintains rural status that allows its residents to hunt, fish, and 
gather food on Federal public lands. Commonly-harvested food for 
subsistence/personal use are: 

fish (salmon, halibut, lingcod, rockfish & herring) 

land mammals (deer, mountain goat, bear) 

shellfish, mushrooms, berries, seaweeds 

 

The Tlingits lived in Sitka for thousands 
of years before the Russians set foot 
on the island in 1799. The name Sitka 
is derived from �6�K�H�H�W�¶�N�i, a contraction 
of the Tlingit name �6�K�H�H�� �$�W�¶�L�N�i which 
�P�H�D�Q�V�� �³�3�H�R�S�O�H�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �2�X�W�V�L�G�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
Shee (from �6�K�H�H�W�¶-�N�i���;�¶�i�D�W�¶�O, the Tlingit 
name for Baranof Island). Alaska 
natives make up more than 20% of 
�6�L�W�N�D�¶�V�� �S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H��
�U�H�P�D�L�Q�V�� �D�� �E�L�J�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �6�L�W�N�D�¶�V�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O����
social, and economic fabric.  
 
Sitka was the capital of Russian 
America from 1799 until 1867 when 
Alaska was transferred from Russia to 
the United States. Sitka served as the 
capital of the Alaska Territory until 
1906 when the seat of government was 
transferred to Juneau. 
 
Sitka was the site of the ceremony in 
which the Russian flag was lowered 
and the United States flag raised to 
mark the purchase of Alaska by the 
United States in 1867. Sitka celebrates 
Alaska Day on October 18th each year 
with an array of festivities including a 
costume ball, a town parade and re-enactment of the land 
transfer ceremony on Castle Hill. 
 
Sitka was the center of navy and army activity in Southeast 
Alaska during World War II from 1939 to 1944. Threats of the 
Japanese invading the United States through Alaska and 
Canada spurred the huge defense buildup along the coast of 
Alaska during the war years. This was abruptly terminated in 
1944, and today these abandoned fortifications are being 
developed into a park that will allow visitors to enjoy an 
interactive walking tour to view, touch and experience the 
living history of Alaska's role in World War II. 
 
Sitka has the largest incorporated city limits in the United 
States spanning a land area of approximately 2,874 square 
miles with over 300 miles of coastline. Approximately 90% of 
the land is within the Tongass National Forest. 
 
The Sitka Rose, a shrub rose variety from Asia, was first 
introduced and propagated in Sitka by Dr. Charles 
Georgeson in 1902, hence the name. 
 
The Sitka Spruce is the largest species of spruce. It 
commonly measures 125 to 180 feet tall and 3 to 5 feet in 
diameter, but can be much larger. The largest known Sitka 
spruce is 305 feet  tall and 16 feet across. 
 
The Sitka black-tailed deer is native to the wet coastal rain 
forests of Southeast Alaska and north-coastal British 
Columbia. It is the smallest of Alaska's three native deer 
species. 
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Bridge in the foreground. The bridge connects downtown Sitka 
(on the right) and Japonski Island (on the left) where Rocky 
Gutierrez International Airport, US Coast Guard Air Station 
Sitka, SEARHC, UAS Sitka Campus & Mt. Edgecumbe High 
School are located. 
 
All photos by Maria Finkenbinder except: 
bears and deer photos by Hugh Bevan and 
Sawmill Cove photo from files. 

FOR 
ADDITIONAL  
INFORMATION  

BUSINESS INFORMATION:  
Sitka Economic Development Association  
329 Harbor Drive #212, AK 99835 
Phone: (907)747-2660 Fax: (907)747-7688 
www.sitka.net 
 
VISITOR INFORMATION:  
Sitka Convention & Visitors Bureau  
PO Box 1226 
303 Lincoln St. Sitka, AK 99835 
Phone: (907)747-5940 Fax: (907)747-3739 
www.sitka.org 
 
PERSONAL RELOCATION INFORMATION:  
Greater Sitka Chamber of Commerce  
PO Box 638 
329 Harbor Drive #212 Sitka AK 99835 
Phone: (907)747-8604 Fax: (907)747-7413 
www.sitkacoc.com 


